Portraying Muslims in Terrorist
Acts: A comparative Russian-
American Study

Individuals learn about other cultures, ethnic groups,
and religions through various means including formal
schooling, travel, the media, and via other forms of
personal experiences.

One of the least studied ways of understanding a
religion is through cases of the individuals who are
representing particular religion. Thus a person, as a
microcosm, appears as a representative of a larger group
of people and also reflects on the beliefs and values
associated with an entire ethnic group or a religion.




Portraying Muslims in Terrorist

Acts: A comparative Russian-

American Study
Through our laboratory Character Assassination and Reputation Management
we focus on multidisciplinary research including:

Public Opinion Studies

Content-Analysis of government

documents statement

Content-Analysis of the media




U.S. Public Has
WYWarnmest Feelings

for Jews, Catholics

and Evangelicals

Respondents in a Pew
Research Center poll
were asked:

“We'd like to get your
feelings toward a
number of groups on a
“feeling thermometer.”

A rating of O degrees
means you feel as caold
and negative as
possible. A rating of 100
degrees means you feel
as warrm and positive as
possible. You would rate
the group at 50 degrees
if you donmn"t feel
particularly positive or
negative toward

the group.”™

Results at right show
total mean ratings of
each religious group
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Source: American
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Group Members Linked
With More Positive Views

AMean Thermometer Ratfings
(o=coldest. most negafive:
1o0o0=warmest, most positive)

HKnow Anyone

Mezan rating From Group?

given to... Total Yes No
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Views of Muslims more negative in eastern and southern Europe
U'nfavorable view of Muslims in our country

'J . o/

Hungary 72% . el 'r 4 Y
. Sweden |
f E® v, .
aty | L) AR B R
’;" & \ ‘\ » Jdr '{ ¥ B :.
42+ Netherlands " A |

areece | e s
spain [

Netherlands 35

Sweden 35

. France 29
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MNote: In Poland, questionwas asked of a subsample of 686 respondents.
Source: Spring 2016 Global Attitudes Survey. §36¢.
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Characteristics Associated With
Westerners and Muslims

Traits associated with Westerners among
Muslims in predominantly Muslim countries

Selfish
Violent
Greedy

Immoral
Arrogant

Fanatical

Respectful
of women

Honest
Tolerant

Generous

Traits associated with Muslims among non-
Muslims in the U.S., Russia and W. Europe

Fanatical
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Violent

Generous

Arrogant
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Respectful
of women

Greedy

Source:
Pew Research



Number of times to words “Islam” and “Muslim”
mentioned in Annual Presidential Addressees in the
United State and Russia

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016




| US: State of the Union Addresses

| Russia: Annual Addresses to the Federal Assembly

Islam, Islamic, | Key topics Islam, Islamic, | Key topics
Muslims Muslims
2004 0 0
2005 0 0
2006 2 Radical, violence, death | 0
2007 3 Radicals attacking 0
Muslim houses of
prayer and radical
Islamic movements and
2008 0 0
2009 2 Iran 0
Helping Muslim
communities
2010 2 Muslim communities 0
Iran
2011 1 Inclusion 0
2012 1 Inclusion 0
2013 0 0
2014 0 1 Using as an analogy
2015 2 Terrorism 1 Emphasis on respect to all
Negative stereotypes religions
2016 1 Prejudice against Islam




A Comparative Analysis of key words associated with the perpetrators
based on a 2016 Google search

of the 2013 Boston Bombin

Disruptions of the Google “hits” in | Disruptions of the Google “hits” in
perpetrators of the 2013 English containing | perpetrators of the 2013 Russian
Boston bombing this word Boston bombing containing this word
Murderer/killer 11% Youiina 58% '
Jihadst 10% Jbxuxauct 0.3%
Terrorist 23% Teppopuct 15%
Radical 16% Pamxan 9%
[slamust 24% Wcnammcr 5%
Criminal 24% [Ipecymmuk 27%
Mentally ill 11% [lenxuaecku OombHOM 0.2%
[nnocent 15% HepunoBen 1%




Project goals

to see how the media coverage of the terrorists acts used
the words Islam, Islamic, and Muslims in describing the
terrorists, their actions, their motivation, etc.

to compare the US and Russian media in the coverage of
these events



Methodology. Content-analyses

2 media systems: Russian and American

The New York Times Rossiyskaya Gazeta

The Wall Street Journal Kommersant

The Boston Globe Novaya Gazeta

The Washington Post Moskovsiy Komsomolets

ntegrum

FACTIVA DO/&NES\ = ft Integrum

FACTIVA =




Methodology

3584 articles about terrorists cases

Search querry:
(Boston marathon and attack ) or

Three cases:
1.The Boston Marathon bombing

tsarnaev

Orlando and Pulse 2. The Florida club attack
(Paris and terrorist) and (bataclan or

cafe or Stade de France) 3. The Paris attack
Period:

From case to 30.09.2016



Sample details

Ne Newspaper Country mlz:zsltt(l)ll(l)n Orlando Paris
1 The Boston Globe USA 1141 53 14
2 The New York Times USA 631 165 171
3 The Washington Post USA 313 77 46
4 The Wall Street Journal  USA 439 76 64
5 Rossiyskaya Gazeta Russia 16 7 83
6 Novaya Gazeta Russia 8 3 52
4 Kommersant Russia 18 3 63
8

Moskovskiy komsomolets Russia 47 15 79



Forty-nine Orlando deaths, 49
acts of kindness

Sample of publications

Heapemmraracmanne
Ioma——

e S g i
v.(”nnllnu-d-—

Sromeuretamye iyme

=Opacmo, Lovar Bvope

Bae3 w303 wowe ..———4

2omawmt Ouap Marmer,

Acwors,
cmm,uwu-w-w-

XTI C 10 Hd
LRy — 14:1;
Agrammcrenc, a-.-— Bropsmex 14 moKa 2016 N¥ 103/ (S853 ¢ Mosexra MSLIRE) ANTLIM 93,6 OXOHCHOA MHAEXC S
<, oo

o sarmare nw caeencaw wpe!
wecc 82000 LTy EMG G Vi Py
P Ha

"3 nepe BaXHLIX Npenap
NpeKpalleHL! U3-3a PA3HOrNacuit N0 NOBOAY LUeH: mb

n o
TMka [pasw CTBO
SlLLe Pa3 N3YYUT NPOEKTLI
-aHuIo Mycopa & Mo ___MNaHc
n», B

=" AMePUKY PACCTPeJISAINA B yIIOP o

AO CHX NOP HeNOHATHS!

MOTHESI CCMOTO Boitasa Bo Pyropuie MokeT CKasaThCAa Ha Hexozie 60pb6el 3a kpecsto rpesujienTa CIIA

MACWTaGHOro

YSMINCTRA B UCTOPHK AT
AMepHKM Kpynuofswil s woropum CLIA ma cco- Eoitxs 3o Florida Pulse maey onpea

el PACCTPON FPANTAN, NPONIOLWAR-
w8 rodi-cay6e ropoa Opnaugo (wrar
®nopuaa). npeansuo 06oCTpUN Bops-
6y & NPOARBOPHM HORBPESKIX NPSIM-

M CCRCSISIES TEEOPITE O TOM, TT0
emperem mpabeney o3 TLT1
Oapose Mamesmase, 50 T2 1 e CYMes

wan. 3 mew Syxymero Teppopucta. Owi L VI

AcuTcE swSopos. BapoaTumil pocny -

ey
o R e Gnmaucend auanaar flouanua Tpamn

T, pafioTaERG B TECTHIN (KPR

OpNETIN— 2MepIKANE B NepEIM 10
e e P MOTP ot 3 s msanrpaeee i Aprason 3 F

st pe: Ja nocaexmsee pm F92a CTpEAK W3 ol
e e T Sob.

T2t 5 OpAMKAO SKTOM POANKANBNOTO WEAS-
e oM CYNA9, MO MMIHIND T0-
e

e woseey e cpesre CnoRMMa Tpamna, nepasit 40N e GyaeT

:'.'.:::“.,....,.::::.:?:.-, MOAATS 8 OTCTaRKY, 3BTOPIA — BUMITH K3
A

v 1| owciate 13 L raes

w5
s s o 1 mitans M MPH3B2A MO AGNATS NOCNGUHbIX BMEO-
Tpemca e ¢ Eemc A
B o sewocs (4B
:-. Tun s wred M SMHOBH NKA TPareaMN
Rreag o :1 = M cuua "3 Ad-
s fapte Ot fa mem et
sipinnices o

, w3 P P
Tase. Tax mnu muave,

PHCTIMGH CEBIID DABO X PAINTEMALE

103 T X Sve COOPATI ACCTATCFDIOE KDY

prs——"————— SV § 4

JDATL CPOTIE ReTO YFLTORR0E EX0.
Hemocpeacrsesno nepea Nanaae

Ouap Mt camonn & snaoos 1 Q7L ©

Py 911 3 3asmaes © OPMEEPMEHOCTI AL

fepa cHcaasecoro rocyaaper (T 3

mesias 3 PO rpymmicponial Aby Baxp

iy Baraamm, 3 Taxke BMCKIZANCA B OOAAL

Tenops TepanTos wa seapapome u Foctame, co
e CramyT 6opasa ¢ TOPPOPHIMOM BMYTPH wanax & 2013 rogy Cparami Lapuaesi L TIO?
WA O BONs  AMepus, YOCTISONS HONTPON 00 - CEMATTEALCTEY MCENALCE, Y ke B XA

RPN asan pn-u.n...n,c.uyopyuo paspe-
e S s e ot wicsaayes KoweT HTyumeR Cl

d Tpux;u Aonpowex
;;;;"m;';‘::‘_:,?::: :uu pasyHe apeero-:u >
! lomtae D, SmocTu Goftun » ref-rayte
e, A Forida Pabe, v o wa os
pecemie, coefuBL Faepa e d NGB P
13 Opaassmo e Mooea. Kaw cneyer s ero 5>
RIEINE, RAmANINE GRLI0 COPPLIEND 12
IO 0 MEPUTIE KAV, 1710 B ITO FPeNA HpO-
xomaxa sewprnca Latino Night. B sosese 212
191 3 aytie Cecso Banee 100 ueAbex
Hanazasmnck, KoTopesu oxazance 29-zer
it rpamaasms CIIA Oxap Manior, Guas so-
AR-1S

Npean AT CLUA B apa Obaws

npanu wax mocenereansan reli-enyta [ 1
Marmon wpsrsas A avax axtapy, W yue
cano ® ceok TS KpymHe AU § HEY
paccypex rpaczan CIIA, waas na ceta | aJIk
CTRexmOCT: 33 Hanagenue.

VIHL»

CnopomoTHeax
wuipeGosanmAnocnencTenid 51 B (
Mpeawaess CIIA Bapax Ofava nazmax

ACHNE GETOM TEPPOPS I HEHABNCTIO, |

1O MPHIBAS W CHECINTH ¢ BRABOTAMNIN eJ1ec
BCE e We JAE TN NOTHEDON

kD — opexympessin wepa crans bena) BEH
M3, B BORETR, WTO (P ATIADTACT LB

l'pu'v,\la 0 $a0puae CTATA CIMMM MACC WA ARHME CHACTIA, 3 e WA damten ) G

opymen

eoropan,

rpaacux
. Kax cootemex .uu;m Xoudeperr MK ero xenek, SUANOIMECKMHEYCT 11 O N

KEITH BEDFORD/GLOBE STAI

Crowds gathered for a vigil in Boston’s
City Hall Plaza after the mass shooting at
the Pulse nightclub in Orlando.

By Cristela Guerra
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Orlando

Terrorism, ISIS

“The Muslim men who have carried out violent attacks in the United States since 9/11 have ranged
from deeply religious to nominally so, or what Hughes calls "converts to ISIS, not Islam.” The
Washington Post, 15.06.2016

“B ®EP makxe Keanuguyuposanu npousowedwee KaK Gk meppopusma u usyyarom 3HaGKOMCMea
29-nemHe2o0 MamuHa Ha npedmem cefzell € SKcmpemucmekumy opzarHusayuamu’— Rossiyskaya
Gazeta, 14.06.2016

The theme of Muslim is one of the instrument for President election campaign

Mr. Trump, who tried to appropriate the moment to advance his argument that national security
requires banning Muslims from entering the country and increasing surveillance of those, has never
been shy about promoting factional grievance. The New York Times, 15.06.2016

B omauyue om bapaka Obamei pecrniybauKaHCKUU npemeHOeHm oeanaem aKuyeHm UMeHHO Ha
UCAaMCcKoM thakmope u mpebyem 8 nosHol mepe 0Co3Hamo ripobaemy, C8A3AHHYIO C UMMU2PAHMAMU.
LloHane0 Tpamn nodsepe npe3zudeHma pe3Kol KpumuKe 3a 0mcymcmaeue 8 e20 €/108aX OCyHOeHUs
"padukansHozo ucnama'’. Kommersant , 14.06.2016



Religion aspect

“Muslims around the country have been targeted because of their faith“ The Boston Global 6
15.06.2016

"Omar explained the Muslim religion to me. He didn't go crazy into it. It was just some of the things his
culture does, the food they eat. Nothing radical Islam at all.' “ The Washington post 14.06.2016

Anti-Muslim and anti-immigrant rhetoric
“Hate crimes against American Muslims were up 78 percent over the course of 2015 ” The New York
Times,

Great amount of research project in public Sphere

Of 6,418 hate crime offenses that law enforcement agencies reported to the FBl in 2014, 1,092 were
motivated by religious bias. About 58% of religion-bias crimes were anti-Jewish, while 16% were anti-
Muslim and 6% were anti-Catholic. Wall Street Journal 20.06.2016

American Muslim community

American Muslim community was complicit in the attack and must have known of it in advance. He also
renewed his call to ban all foreign Muslims -- a radical move that wouldn't have stopped the American-
born Mateen and would in any case be almost impossible to enforce ” The WS Journal, 18.06.2016



Research perspectives

Coding procedure:

ebasic parameters of unit (title, reporter, release date, etc.);
ethe image of Muslim;

ethe image of islam, islamic;

epersons who were mentioned;

egeography of scene, countries and towns that were mentioned;
esymbols;

ethe tone of the event;

evisualization;






