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The problem
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To what degree does trust in basic social and political institutions depend on the 

individual characteristics of citizens of different countries? 

World Value Survey, 5th Wave, 2007-2008, 46 countries

Three types of models have been estimated. 

• The first model is based on the assumption of a generalized relationship for all 

countries.

• The second takes into account the heterogeneity of countries (using an 

introduction of the country-level variables).

• The third applies a preliminary subdivision of countries into five clusters.

Data

Models
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Dependent variables
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TelevisionTelevision

The pressPress

The judicial system, Justice

Political partiesPolitical_parties

ParliamentPolice

GovernmentArmed_forces

Police Parliament 

1 - A great deal;

2 – Quite a lot; 

3 – Not very much;

4 – Not at all

The armed forces
Government

Answers
How much confidence do  

you have in…
Dependent variables
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Average level of confidence
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Results of ordered logit models estimation

photo

photo

photo

����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)Unemployed ����

����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)Supervisor����(?)

(-)(-)(-)(-)(-)(-)(-)(-)Marital ☺☺☺☺

(-)(-)(-)(-)(-)(-)(-)(-)Income ☺☺☺☺

����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)Educhigh ����

����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)Educmid ����

����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)����(+)(-)Age

����(+)(-)����(+)����(+)(-)����(+)Sex (1-M, 2-F)

TVPressJusticePolitical 

Parties

Parlia-

ment

Govern-

ment

PoliceArmed 

Forces
Independent 

variables



ISNIE 2011, Stanford

Results of mixed logit models estimation
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Cluster Analysis
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First Cluster 

photo

photo

photo

0 1 2 3

viet nam

south africa

mali

malaysia

india

ghana

china

mean of armed_forces mean of police

mean of government mean of parliament

mean of political_parties mean of justice

mean of press mean of television

Countries belonging to 

the first cluster have 

the highest level of 

confidence

Countries belonging to 

the first cluster have 

the highest level of 

confidence

The highest level of 

confidence is in 

Vietnam

The highest level of 

confidence is in 

Vietnam

China is slightly 

different from the 

other cluster countries

China is slightly 

different from the 

other cluster countries



ISNIE 2011, Stanford

Second  Cluster 

photo

photo

photo

The geography of the 

nine countries of the 

second cluster is rather 

various

The geography of the 

nine countries of the 

second cluster is rather 

various

Practically all the 

points are located in 

the interval 2-3

Practically all the 

points are located in 

the interval 2-3

In the second cluster 

the judicial system is 

highly respected 

In the second cluster 

the judicial system is 

highly respected 

0 1 2 3

zambia

thailand

spain

south korea

morocco

japan

iran

indonesia

burkina faso

mean of armed_forces mean of police

mean of government mean of parliament

mean of political_parties mean of justice

mean of press mean of television



ISNIE 2011, Stanford

Third  Cluster 
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Fourth  Cluster 
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Fifth  Cluster 
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Results of ordered logit models for clusters
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Conclusions
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• In modeling the degree of public confidence in basic social and political 

institutions, it is necessary to take into account the specific characteristics 

of each country.

• Marital status contributes to greater confidence in the basic institutions; 

therefore, it makes sense to promote family values.

• The degree of confidence in major social and political institutions increases 

with income, thus creating favorable conditions for the growth of welfare (a 

decrease in the tax burden and help with the development of small and 

medium enterprises, providing affordable loans), could lead to an increase in 

public trust.

• Reducing corruption in the country would increase the credibility of law 

enforcement and the judiciary. 
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